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18th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you and your families are all well and coping during this difficult time. I think the weather and the postChristmas blues are contributing to lockdown and home-learning to make it a difficult time for all.
I would like to start by saying a big thank you to all you are doing to support your children with their home learning.
Google classroom is new for all of us, and hopefully we are ironing out the organisational issues to make the
learning as straightforward as possible to access. As always, please contact your child’s class teacher on
homelearning@bickley.bromley.sch.uk if you have any problems.
I really do appreciate how challenging it is to home-school your children. I know that most children behave very
differently when asked to learn by their parents compared to when they are in school, and we are also aware that
many of you are working at home whilst trying to manage home schooling. Please do what you can. As you know,
the BBC is now providing daily educational programmes for Primary aged children in the mornings, so if you are
unable to support your children at any point, there are some good programmes that they could watch. Reading is
the most valuable activity of all, so leaving your child to explore a range of books is a very worthwhile thing to do.
Our families’ circumstances vary greatly, so what works well for one family does not necessarily work for another.
Please work out a routine that suits you and your family and don’t worry about what others are doing. The important
thing is to talk to your children about what you expect. For example, some families set a timetable, whilst some
parents expect children to work in the morning but not in the afternoon or vice versa.
Please do your best and try not to worry. When the children came back in September, we were able to see who
needed additional support to help them to catch up and we were providing it. We will do the same this time. Children
are amazingly resilient, and they will bounce back. The most important thing is to keep them safe.
Teachers are working hard planning interesting and relevant work for your children, as well as responding to
questions and the children’s work. They are also filming teaching videos and hosting Google Meet sessions so that
the children have some interaction with them. From later this week, we are going to start each day with a brief
Google Meet session from the teacher, as we think this might be a way to get the children ready for learning, and
might help parents to get them going in the mornings! (Reception will have daily ‘Show and Tell’ sessions instead)
We are also planning Google Meet ‘Help Desk’ sessions, at which children or parents can ask questions about the
learning. This is as new to the teachers as it is to you, but please know that we are constantly refining our offer to
make sure it is as accessible and effective as possible.
The children have produced some fantastic work at home, and I have included some examples at the end of this
letter. I really do wish the children could be at school, but as you know, they are safer at home, due to the current
strain of Covid and its high transmission rates. We have 6 x as many children in school this time as we did before
and have daily requests for more school places. Children are safer at home, so if your child is not classed as a
‘vulnerable’ child because they have an EHCP, a social worker or Looked After status, and if you are not a key
worker, we are not able to have them in school, I’m afraid. (And if you are a key worker who is isolating at home,
please keep your child at home with you)

Thank you to all of you who are supporting your child and the school by doing the best you can at home.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any queries regarding the home learning.
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