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13th May 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you are all keeping well and are coping in these challenging times.
Home Learning
Many thanks to all of you who are supporting your children with home learning. As you know, the learning on
Seesaw (http://seesaw.me) includes a video from one of the Year Group teachers giving guidance on the work
for the week. Please use the home learning website (homelearning@bickley.bromley.sch.uk) to send
comments or questions to your child’s class teacher, and they will respond to you. You can also send
examples of your child’s work to your teacher on the home learning website, and I have included some of the
examples we have been sent on this newsletter.
We really do understand that most of you are not teachers and that your children
will probably not be as willing to work for you at home as they are to work for their
teacher in school! As I have written before, we also understand the possible
logistical difficulties of parents working from home, limited IT hardware, slower
internet speeds and childcare – as well as the stress and worry of keeping all your
family members safe. Therefore, I would like to reiterate that you can only do what
is possible for your individual circumstances. And if you have a different way of
doing things to another parent, but it works for you, please keep doing it! There is
no right or wrong way of home-schooling your children during a global pandemic!

Coming Back to School
As you will be very aware, it has been announced that Primary school children will start to come back to school
from June 1st. The letter you received from NEST explained that there has been limited government
information provided to schools as to how the phased re-opening plan should be implemented. As soon as we
know more, we will let you know. What we do know is:
1) Year 6, Reception and Year 1 will be the first year groups to return. This is because
a) Younger children are less likely to become unwell if infected
b) Older children are more likely to have higher numbers of contacts outside school, so pose a greater
transmission risk
c) Older children are typically better able to learn at home and should be less reliant on parents
d) Year 6 need support and guidance in terms of preparing them for transition to secondary schools
2) We are not sure whether these 3 year groups will come back together or one at a time
3) The classes will be split into smaller groups and the children will remain in those groups throughout the
day and will be taught by a teacher or a TA. Each group in the same year group will follow the same
plan of work and each group will be in a separate classroom.
There are still many unanswered questions about how this will be organised to ensure pupil and staff safety,
but I can guarantee that we will do all we can to follow strict hygiene routines and that the health and safety of
the children and staff will be the number one priority.

We will send out a parentmail questionnaire to find out how many parents will be sending their children to
school once we know more details and can share them with you. This will help us to plan for staffing and
rooms, etc. When we know more, we will train all the staff on how to prepare the classrooms and plan a daily
routine to ensure that safety and hygeine measures are in place for the children when they return. We will still
have the INSET day on Monday 1st June, which will be used for this purpose.
Look at this great Home Learning!
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Phone Calls Home
Class teachers and / or Mrs Grant and Miss Nabdoo are continuing to ring all parents to touch base and make
sure that everyone is ok. Parents and children are enjoying these phone calls, and are using them as an
opportunity to share any concerns, family news and also the great things that they have been doing at home. If
teachers are ringing from their own home, the number may come up as ‘private number’ or ‘no caller ID.’ If
parents do not answer after several attempts, the class teachers have been asked to email the school office,
who will then ring from school to check that you are ok.
Videos on the school website
Don’t forget that there are lots of short videos from the staff who are in school each week that you can watch
on the school website. To access them, please go to the ‘Parents’ tab at the top of the page, click on ‘videos’
and then enter the user name ‘parents@bickley.bromley.sch.uk’ and the password ‘Nightingale123.’ Many
parents are telling us that their children find it reassuring to see their teachers and the school building.
I would like to end by sending you all my very best wishes. I sincerely hope that you and your families are all
keeping well and I am extremely grateful for your continued support. It may sound corny to say, but I feel that
the Bickley Family is alive and well, despite the challenging circumstances.
Yours sincerely

E. Blake

