Allotment Watch – May
While we are all spending more time at home I (Mrs Carter) thought some of you might be
interested to see how some of the food that we eat grows. I have had an allotment for
nearly 3 years now and I really enjoy seeing how plants can grow from tiny seeds into
something that can provide something tasty to eat. Each month I will take some photos and
talk a bit about what is happening and how the plants are getting on.
The allotment still looks quite bare at the
moment. However, I have been busy planting
seeds at home since the beginning of the year
and some of them are starting to be ready to go
into the ground. At this stage though,
everything is still quite small and it’s difficult to
imagine that it might one day produce food.

I planted some onions and garlic at the end
of last year and they are getting on quite
well. Hopefully it won’t be too long before I
can get them out of the ground. Behind
them you might be able to see one of the
areas that I leave free for wild flowers so that
there is plenty of food for pollinators.

Another thing that is getting on quite well is the strawberry
patch. You can see that the plants are starting to produce
quite a few flowers now. Each one will turn into a
strawberry. Last June I brought home a large bowl most
days!

I have brought some butternut squash plants
to the allotment to put in the ground. They
are still quite small but I am hoping they will
get on ok. They need a lot of space as they
will spread out quite a lot as they grow.

You can see that I have planted each one
in a ‘dish’ that I have dug around them.
This is because they like a lot of water and
the dish will keep the water near the
roots where it is needed. I have put a
stick by each one so that I can still find
the right place to water as they get
bigger! Each plant might produce 8 or so
squash, so it’s a good job I like them!

These next plants look very similar to the squash plants
but they are courgettes. I am only planting two plants
this year as each one gives lots and lots of courgettes.
They will also get very big. I am also giving two plants
to be planted at Foal Farm animal rescue centre so that
the cows, pigs and sheep will have plenty to eat over
the summer.

These things may look like bits of grass
sticking out of the ground, but they are
actually leeks that I put in a week or so ago.
They will gradually get fatter and fill the
hole that I have put them in.

These also look a bit like grass but they are
actually sweetcorn plants and will get really tall
eventually. I have put them in the ground in a
square rather than a row as they are not
pollinated by insects but by the wind, so they
must be near enough to each other to get
pollen from the other plants.

Another thing that I sowed earlier in the
year was tomato seeds. I planted two
different types at the same time and was
amazed to see that the plants themselves
have turned out very different sizes even
though the seeds looked exactly the same!
I will wait a little longer before I take them
to the allotment.

Hope you are enjoying your time outside whatever you are doing. We are really very lucky
to have so much nature around us. Bye for now.

